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Synopsis of Iowa City’s African-American1 History, 1840–1920  

Census records and city directories show that usually, at least one African-American family 
lived in the general Block 98 vicinity at any given time prior to the University’s purchase of 
Block 98 lots between 1904 and 1922.  

Archival information does not definitively link any black families to the Block 98 
neighborhood in 1840, 1860, or 1900. During the years 1850, 1869, 1870, 1880, and 1885, at 
least one African-American family lived in or immediately adjacent to Block 98, although exact 
addresses cannot be determined. During 1910, William Perry’s household lived at 8 Front (Lot 6), 
and in 1918, William and Della Moore lived at 118 W. Iowa (Lot 5), both addresses in Block 98. 
A photograph taken sometime between 1888 and 1895 suggests an older African-American 
couple lived along Front Street in Block 98 (Shambaugh ca. 1891). 

SHAMBAUGH PHOTOGRAPH 

Bertha Shambaugh photographed a dilapidated Iowa City house occupied by an older African-
American couple. The photograph lacks an exact date, address, or name of the subjects, but 
depicts a couple standing in front of a house with a damaged roof. A dog appears to peek out 
from near the front door. Shambaugh’s mother, Katherine Horack, wrote an extensive description 
on the photograph’s reverse. The photograph must date between 1888, when Shambaugh bought 
her first camera, and 1909, when her mother died. 

If this house was once situated in Block 98, as other written and photographic evidence 
suggests, then the date can be further refined to pre-1895––the University of Iowa Special 
Collections owns a photograph of Block 98 of that date which definitely does not depict the 
dilapidated house (Calvin 1895). SHSI Special Collections possesses the same photograph and 
attributes it to “pre-1901” (Figure 28).  

The notation on the on the back of the Shambaugh (ca. 1891) photo reads:  
 

Near Iowa Ave Bridge 
East End – north side 
“There is No Place Like Home” 
The house shown in this picture is one of the oldest in the State of Iowa. Some years ago 

the roof was partly torn off by a heavy wind. It was occupied at the time by an old negro and 
his wife, who, in spite of its disabilities continued to live in the house for a number of years. 
Naturally they suffered a good deal in inclement weather. The several charitable organizations 
made repeated efforts to get them more comfortably located, but the old couple stoutly refused 
to leave “de ole house.” Finally “Mammy” was taken very sick. With “Poppy” thoroughly 
frightened and Mammy too sick to protest once we succeeded in moving them and their 
belongings into warm dry quarters. When asked by a visitor how she liked her new house, 

1 Various historical sources refer to Iowa City’s pre-1930 African heritage residents as black or colored. 
Persons of both African and European descent are termed mulatto in some census records. These racial 
terms are often subjective to the person reporting or recording race. For example, Mrs. Martha Harrison 
was listed in the 1869 city directory as “col’d,” but she and her daughter were deemed “white” by the 1870 
census enumerator, even though there were two “black” lodgers in the household. 
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Mammy replied, “Ole we kin lib heah, we kin – Pop and me – if wer haf to, but in course it 
won’t never seem no nice like home.” 

Photograph taken in Iowa City  |  Katherine Horack 
for General Outdoor Series | Iowa City Iowa. 

 
Horack’s notation, “Near Iowa Ave Bridge, east end––north side,” provides a starting point 

for identifying the house address. The background to the left of the house suggests the Iowa River 
valley, with a large low elevation area with higher trees in the distance, perhaps the other side of 
the valley. The house is single story, with a low gable towards the front. The house has a picket 
fence on the right, with the posts towards the side of the house. A boardwalk runs in front of the 
house. Shambaugh photographed the dwelling from a lower elevation, shooting up toward the 
house, which rests on a low hill.  

These details are consistent with a location on Lot 5 of Block 98, along Iowa Avenue just east 
of Front Street, near the Iowa Avenue bridge. If the photographer was facing northwest along 
Iowa Avenue, the Iowa River valley would be in the correct position seen in Shambaugh’s photo; 
any other direction, it is likely she would have other buildings in the background, and there would 
be no low area in the distance. The 1868 bird’s eye view shows two houses that are apparently 
single story with low gables along Iowa Avenue east of Front Street (Figure 29; Ruger 1868). 
Since the photographed house was considered one of the oldest in the state, it is likely represented 
on the 1868 drawing.  

A 1916 photograph of Iowa Avenue is the clearest showing the possible lot, taken several 
years after the couple was photographed and the house presumably demolished (Kent 1916; 
Figures 30–33). Kent’s photograph exhibits similarities to the Shambaugh photo. A picket fence 
is in the proper location, east of the lot, with posts on the lot side, and a large tree is shown to the 
east that may be the same one that extended into Shambaugh’s photo. The lot is on a high spot in 
Kent’s photo, with a dirt trail leading to the lot up the slope, as it is shown in Shambaugh’s photo. 
A boardwalk runs in front of the lot, not unlike the two-plank boardwalk seen in Shambaugh’s 
photo.  

If Lot 5 is the subject of the Shambaugh photograph, a reconstruction of the position of the 
African-American couple’s house can be made on the Kent (1916) photograph using perspective 
horizons and a nearby single-story house as a model (Figure 31). In all likelihood, the house in 
Shambaugh’s photograph was situated on the west half of Lot 5. This building is labeled “5c” on 
Figure 11. 
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Figure 28. Turn of the twentieth century photograph of unnamed African American couple, almost certainly situated on Block 98. Taken 
between 1888 and 1909 by Bertha Shambaugh (ca. 1891).  

 



 80 

 

 
 
Figure 29. Possible position of the African-American couple’s house on the 1868 Iowa City bird’s eye 
view drawing (Ruger 1868) and distinctive elements of the Shambaugh (ca. 1891) photograph. 
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Figure 30. Kent (1916) photograph, full scale and cropped, with distinctive elements of the Shambaugh 
(ca. 1891) photograph noted. 
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Figure 31 Kent (1916) photograph. Upper: showing perspective lines based on a similar nearby house. 
Lower: showing estimated location of house using perspective horizons.  
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Figure 32. Comparison of ca. 1891 and 2014 photographs, taken from the same vantage point. Upper: 
Kent’s 1916 photo. Lower 2014 photo taken from railroad bridge over Iowa Avenue at about same 
position. This suggests house was just north of the general area where there are large utility boxes, but 
area has possibly been graded. 
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Figure 33. Comparison of 2014 and ca. 1891 photographs, shot from the same vantage point.  
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THE IOWA CITY AFRICAN-AMERICAN POPULATION 

Prior to the Civil War, Iowa’s black residents were few, at 188 persons in 1840, 333 in 1850 and 1,069 
in 1860. Following the war, the state’s African-American population increased substantially, to 5,762 in 
1870 (Hill 1983). Later African-American statewide population numbers rose to 9,516 people in 1880, 
12,693 in 1900, 14,973 in 1910 and 19,108 in 1920 (Goudy 2001). Iowa City’s black residents remained 
few until after World War II, usually accounting for 2 percent or less of the statewide African-American 
population (Figure 34; Appendix I). 

 

 
 

Figure 34. Iowa City’s African-American Population, 1850–1920. 
 
The first documented admittance of blacks into the State University of Iowa student body probably 

began with Alexander Clark, Jr.’s matriculation into the College of Law in 1879. Not until the post-World 
War II era did African-Americans attend the University in significant numbers. Blacks were barred from 
dormitories until the mid-1940s, with a few boarding houses serving a large portion of the Iowa City 
African-American university student population (Chase 2001). 

 

1840 
The 1840 Johnson County Iowa Territorial census reveals three “free colored” persons in the county or 

1.5 percent of Iowa Territory’s enumerated black population. The census does not reveal whether these 
three people lived in Iowa City or elsewhere in the county.  

None of these three presumed African-American person’s names are known. The first was a 10–24 
year old male in the three person household of W. G. Jones. The second was a male under ten years of age 
in Richard Chaney’s five person household. Finally, a female, aged 10–24 lived in Charles Canley’s 19 
person household. 

1850s 
The 1850 census indicates 19 blacks or mulattos within four households in Iowa City. Men’s 

associated professions included farmer, barber, and livery worker. Adult’s states of birth included mainly 
Ohio, followed by Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware. 
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Three households included or consisted of black persons, the other, the Patty Reno family, is 
enumerated as mulatto. Only the Reno and Brown families consist of entirely black or mulatto 
households. The other two households include individual African-Americans working and living within 
otherwise European-descent households. 

One African-American family was the next door neighbor of Patrick Hunt. Hunt is known to have 
lived in Block 98, on the southeast corner of Front and Jefferson (the west half of Lot 8), around this time. 
The Albert Brown family of seven included the Virginia-born head of household, his wife, four children, 
and Rosan Walker, aged 70 from Delaware. Wife Lucinda (aged 27) and the three oldest children (Francis 
7, Martha 5, Phebe 3) were all born in Ohio. Eight-month-old Frederic was born in Iowa. Brown was a 
farmer. 

The 1854 census only provides the name of the head of household and the race and sex of the 
household’s inhabitants. There were two colored households, totaling 11 persons. Martha Reno’s included 
two males and three females. Alexander Brown’s consisted of two males and four females. In 1850, the 
Brown and Reno households were separated by 40 other household enumerations. In 1854 and 1860, the 
two families were enumerated consecutively.  

The 1856 census lists 19 blacks or mulattos in four households. Two households include servants in 
otherwise white-occupied boarding houses or hotels. Listed male occupations included blacksmith and 
servant. 

1860 
The 1860 census reveals 20 African-Americans within six households in Iowa City. This number 

accounts for 1.9 percent of Iowa’s black population. However, seven of the 20 are probably double-
counted on the census, putting the actual population at 14 black persons. Men’s associated professions 
included farmer, cook, cook at hotel, barber, and teamster. Women’s occupations were limited to servant. 
In descending order of frequency, adults were born in Ohio and South Carolina, followed by Georgia, 
Virginia, Delaware, and Pennsylvania. 

This census does not list street addresses. A general sense of the Block 98 inhabitants can be discerned 
by searching for known block residents, and comparing the distance (or pages) away where blacks were 
tallied. The nearest black resident is enumerated about six pages (or roughly, 25 households) away from 
known Block 98 residents. However, the census takers route could be circuitous, and is not always a 
reliable indicator of distance.  

This nearest family was actually enumerated twice, possibly by different census takers. Therefore, 
information about the family is slightly contradictory. Henry Pele, aged 52, a South Carolina-born farmer 
with real estate worth $2,000 headed the first household, nearest the project area. Hal Bell, a 30-year old 
teamster from South Carolina with a $250 personal estate, headed the second household, enumerated 141 
census pages away from Block 98. Where information differs in the second recordation, it is presented in 
parentheses. The family at both households consisted of Catharine, aged 29 (Catherine, 28), Joseph 12 
(Josephine 10), Elizabeth 11 (Lizzy 7), Cassius 9, Lena 7 (Selina), and Henry 2 (0), along with Letina 
Gwin 64 (Sina Gwin 60). Gwin was also born in South Carolina, but all others were born in Georgia.  

1870 
By 1870, Iowa City’s African-American population was 68, within 18 households, or 1.2 percent of 

Iowa’s black population. Men’s associated professions included farm hand, laborer, barber, livery 
hosteller, cook, and brick mason. Women’s occupations were limited to seamstress. Martha Harrison, 
who is mentioned elsewhere as “colored” but enumerated in 1870 as white, was a washerwoman. In 
descending order of frequency, black adults were born in Alabama and Mississippi (five persons each), 
followed by Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina, Iowa, Tennessee, Texas, Ohio, and one each from 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina. 
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The 1869 directory indicates which Iowa City residents were “colored.” Many persons listed in the 
directory as colored are not enumerated at all in the 1870 town census. These include three barbers 
(Alexander Brown, Nelson Hill, and S. Reece), five laborers (William P. Hasket, G. Herring, Jacob Hill, 
John Hoggel, and Charles Mason), and a Mrs. Holcomb. It is unclear if these persons had moved out of 
Iowa City in 1870, or were simply missed by the enumerator. One person listed as colored in 1869 was 
listed as white on the 1870 census, Mrs. Martha Harrison. 

Only two black households (Peel and Reno) were counted in Ward 2, where Block 98 is situated. A 
portion of Catherine Peel’s (a.k.a., Bell) family remained in Iowa City in 1870, and this time, she is 
enumerated only once and much closer to or possibly, within, Block 98. She is listed about 10 households 
from Patrick Fay, who lived on the north half of Lot 6. She is listed as born in Georgia, 39 years old, the 
head of household, working as a seamstress. Sina Guin, 75, born Iowa, lived there too, along with the 
Peel children Henry (13, laborer), Jennie 10, Emma 10, Charlie 5, and Jesse 3, with all but the youngest 
and oldest attending school. In 1875, “Mrs. C. Bell” worked at “laundry” and lived in or immediately 
adjacent to the project area, at the corner of Madison and Jefferson––list city directory did not list race or 
ethnicity (Burton Brothers 1875:19). Martha Reno and her family were also enumerated in the 1870 
census in Ward 2, but further from Patrick Fay’s home.  

The 1869 Iowa City directory lists Mrs. Martha Harrison, a “col’d [colored] widow” living on the west 
side of Madison, near Iowa Avenue. This location is at or adjacent to Block 98. S. Reece (also listed as 
“col’d”), of Reece & Coyne Barbers, lodged at her home. The 1870 census lists Martha Harrison as a 31-
year old white washerwoman (born Virginia) in Ward 1. In the household was another white 
washerwoman, Sarah Harrison (17, b. Missouri), and two black men, George Mayweoer (presumably, 
Mayweather) and “Watterford.” Both these presumed lodgers were barbers born in Mississippi. In the 
following census (1880), George Mayweather (aged 28) wife Sidney, and daughter Addie were living 
along Iowa Avenue. 

1880s 
Iowa City’s 1880 African-American population was 43 persons categorized as black and 10 as 

mulatto, within 14 households. One household consisted of a hotel with two African-American resident-
employees, a male porter and a female cook. All other households were family units. Men’s associated 
professions included porter, plasterer, barber, laborer, currier, and scavenger. Women’s occupations 
included hotel cook, dressmaker, washerwoman, and “ironing and washing.” In descending order of 
frequency, black or mulatto adults were born in Alabama, Missouri, and Tennessee (four persons each), 
followed by Iowa, North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, Indiana, Mississippi and Wisconsin, and one each 
from Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. 

For the first and only time on a pre-1930 census, an African-American was listed as a student at the 
State University of Iowa: 22-year-old Alex Clark, Jr, who became the first black to graduate from the 
University of Iowa College Of Law2. Clark lived with a couple listed as his grandparents: James B. 
Howard, a 40-year old laborer, and Rebecca Howard, aged 703. The Howards lived along Iowa City’s 
Governor Street in 1880. Clark’s father, Alexander Sr., is well-known for successfully suing to allow his 
daughter to attend an otherwise all-white school in 1868 Muscatine. This action ultimately led to Iowa 
school desegregation occurring over 85 years before it was mandated across the nation. The senior Clark 

2 Oftentimes, University students were not enumerated on the Iowa City census, unless living off campus and not 
counted by their family at home. 
3 The prior census, 1870, lists James Howard as 37-years old, and Rebecca at 40. Alexander Clark, Jr.’s, mother was 
Catharine Griffin. Griffin and Alexander., Sr., were married in Iowa City in 1848 (Western Historical 1879). It is 
possible the Howard’s were not actually Alex Jr.’s grandparents, particularly because their ages are not compatible 
with being Catharine Griffin’s parents. Catharine was born in 1822. 

 

                                                 



 88 

was also known for his later service as U.S. ambassador/minister to Liberia (Iowa Public Television 2012; 
Street 2006; Western Historical 1879).  

The 1880 census lists street names, but not addresses. George Mayweather lived at or near Block 98, 
along Iowa Ave. His family included himself (aged 28, a barber from Tennessee), his wife Sidney (24, 
Iowa) and six-year-old daughter Addie, also Iowa-born. Both George and Sidney’s parents were born in 
Tennessee. The entire family could read and write. Ten years earlier, George was a lodger in Mrs. Martha 
Harrison’s home, also in or near Block 98. George married Sidney Hogle on September 11, 1871, in 
Cedar County, Iowa (Ancestry.com 2014a)4. 

Within a few blocks of Block 98, along Washington Avenue’s intersection with Front, was the Ann 
Huston or Hueston family. The household included the mother, eight of her children, a daughter-in-law, 
and a granddaughter. Ann was a 44-year-old washerwoman, born in Indiana to parents from North 
Carolina. All her children had a father from North Carolina. The two oldest, Charles (24, plasterer) and 
Eugene (23, barber) were born in Wisconsin, while her other children were Iowa born. These included 
Albert (17, laborer), Spencer 9, Carrie 6, Cora and Willie both 4, and Nane, 21. Daughter-in-law Mary 
was 17 and born in Iowa to Alabama-born parents; Mary’s daughter was 4-months old, and named Ida 
May. 

The 1885 census race designations were W, D, and C. Presumably, based on persons enumerated on 
other censuses as black, colored or mulatto, the D and C designations both relate to persons of at least 
partial African heritage. There were 50 people thus classified in Iowa City. Two black households were 
situated within two blocks of Block 98: that of long-time (since at least 1850, when she was probably 
enumerated as “Patty”) Iowa City resident Martha Reno, along Clinton Street, and Catherine Bell’s (in 
town since at least 1860), at the corner of W. College and Madison. Enumerated male occupations were 
“local preacher” (Caesar Winston), barber, “brickmason and plasterer,” plasterer, and laborer.  

1900 
The 1890 census is not available and the 1905 census does not mention race. Iowa City’s 1900 

African-American population was 60, within 13 households. Men’s associated professions included 
barber, cook, day laborer, farm laborer, horse trainer, servant, porter, plasterer, stone mason, and brick 
layer. Women’s occupations included laundress, laundrywoman, hotel cook, servant, and housekeeper. In 
descending order of frequency, black adults were born in Iowa (17 persons), followed by Missouri, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, and Illinois, and one each from Alabama, Arkansas, 
Canada, Louisiana, Rhode Island, Texas, and Virginia. This is the only census where an Iowa City 
resident listed a parent as born in Africa; in this case, 53-year old John McNiel, from Rhode Island. He 
stated that both his parents were born in Africa.  

The African-American enumerated nearest Block 98 lived several blocks distant, at 21 Bloomington. 
There, the household of Susan Fry, a white woman, included Susan’s two daughters and her adopted son, 
eight-year-old Charles Harris, who was black. The whole household was born in Virginia, but Charles’ 
parent’s places of birth were listed as unknown. He attended school. 

1910  
Iowa City’s 1910 African-American population was 30 blacks and 5 mulattos, within 15 households. 

Men’s associated professions included bricklayer, stone mason, hotel cook, hotel waiter, fraternity waiter, 
coachman, horse trainer, barber, barbershop janitor, bootblack, and laborer. Women’s occupations 
included hotel chamber maid, house work, and servant. In descending order of frequency, black or 
mulatto adults were born in Iowa and Missouri (five persons each), followed by Illinois, Mississippi, and 

4 There are no Hogles in the 1870 Cedar County census. However, a 13-year-old Sidney Morgan lives with her 
family there. All the family members are listed as white. However, Sidney Morgan’s mother, Rachel, born in 
Virginia, was originally listed as mulatto, although the “M” is crossed out and replaced with a “W.” 
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Michigan, and one each from Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, North Carolina, New 
York, Ohio, Tennessee, Wisconsin, and unknown.  

One black household was enumerated in Block 98 (north half of Lot 6), that of William Perry, a hotel 
cook aged 34. Perry lived at 8 Front with his wife, two children, and three lodgers. Perry and his parents 
came from Louisiana, while his wife Mattie (aged 26) and her family were from Arkansas. Both Nancy 
(9) and Alfred (7) were also born in Arkansas. The lodgers all worked in a hotel, with the men waiters and 
the woman a chambermaid. Henry Price (28) listed his birthplace as unknown. Fred Harris (21) was born 
in Michigan, although his parents’ place of birth was unknown. Madgie’s last name was not listed. She 
was 21-years old and born in Illinois to parents from Kentucky. Perry rented his home. 

1920 
Iowa City’s 1920 African-American population was 35 blacks and 17 mulattos, within 19 households. 

Men’s associated professions continued to diversify, included rooming house manager, hotel chef, 
restaurant cook, children’s hospital cook, fraternity house cook, barber shop porter, cigar store porter, 
shoe store porter, cement worker, garage machinist, garage washer, laborer in junkyard, confectionary 
laborer, and private family servant. Women’s occupations included hair dresser (in her own shop), beauty 
parlor hair dresser, boarding house cook, sorority cook, restaurant cook, restaurant dishwasher, rooming 
house housekeeper, and private house day work. In descending order of frequency, black or mulatto 
adults were born in Missouri (14 persons), followed by Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, New York, and Texas, 
and one each from Alabama, Canada, Mississippi, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Virginia.  

The 1918 Iowa City directory denotes “col” (colored) residents. At Block 98, William Moore was thus 
listed at 118 W. Iowa (Lot 5). He lived there with his wife, Della and he was employed as a “houseman” 
at 308 N. Clinton. This block of Clinton included several fraternities, although none listed at this street 
address. The Moore’s are not enumerated in Iowa on the 1920 census. There are no black or mulatto 
persons enumerated within several blocks on the census. 

OTHER NON-EUROPEAN-DESCENT IOWA CITY RESIDENTS 
A few people of non-African and non-European descent are documented in the 1910 (eight people in 

three households) and 1920 (n = 24 or 27 people in 10 households5), but not in the earlier, Iowa City 
censuses (Table 13). A handful of Iowa City directories list “colored” persons, but there are no persons 
listed as colored whose attributed race is confirmed to be anything other than African-American (e.g., 
none of the listed colored persons have surnames that are obviously from Asian or Spanish-speaking 
countries). Most of these foreign-born persons were blue collar workers, although some were associated 
with University teaching. 

In 1910, one household consisted of four male Chinese laundry workers, while the other two 
households appear to include lodgers in residences with white heads-of-household. These other two 
households list no professions for the Japanese or Indian foreigners residing within. In this case, “Indian” 
referred to persons from the country of India. One household—with lodgers from China and India—is 
immediately east of Block 98, at 120 N. Madison. 

By 1920, the census taker assigned a variable meaning to “Indian.” One person appears to be an 
American Indian, since he was born in Oklahoma to parents of similar birthplace (William Durfoot). 
Several other persons, all of Mexican birth or children of Mexicans, were also considered Indian 
(surnames of Albarado, Diaz, and Villafanio). However, Charles Alcola, also born in Mexico, had a listed 

5 The three youngest children in the Diaz household are listed as white in the census. These three people’s names are 
on the subsequent page from the rest of the household and it appears the census taker may have filled in “white” in 
error, as all the other children are listed as Indian, despite being born in the United States. 
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race of Mexican. Finally, the one person probably born in the country of India had a listed race of “Hin,” 
presumably, Hindu (Seadlindon Bon). Other represented nationalities (or races) included Chinese, 
Filipino, and Japanese. Two Hawaiian-born persons were considered Chinese, since their parents were 
born in China. 

Two persons (Yasaku Chikaraishi and Seadlindon Bon) were listed as University teachers. Yasaku 
obtained his D.D.S. from the State University of Iowa in 1918 and afterward taught there, specializing in 
crown and bridge work at the Dental College, moving onto Utah and eventually, Sacramento in 1930, 
where he practiced dentistry (State University of Iowa 1921:17, 387; United States Bureau of the Census 
1930). Other recorded professions among this group included medicine manufacturer (for Durfoot, the 
American Indian), rubber works laborer (Alcola, from Mexico), and railroad laborer for the three other 
heads-of-household from Mexico.  

Four of the ten 1920 households were headed by a person of foreign birth; at the other six households, 
immigrants were lodgers within European-descended households. Some foreign lodgers were associated 
with the university. The University catalog lists Ting Kwei Li as a student from Yunnan, China (State 
University of Iowa 1921:499). The census lists “Tsien Lee” aged 23, with no profession. Similarly, the 
census lists Chue Tien and S.G. Chen as lodgers with no profession, but the catalog lists Chue Tien as a 
student from Hunan and S.Y. Chen as a student from Shanghai. Two houses with Asian lodgers were 
situated within two blocks of Block 98 (those at 129 S. Madison and at 32 W. Jefferson). 
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Table 13. Persons Listed in 1910 and 1920 Iowa City Censuses with Races other than Black or White. 

Year Address Household Name Age Race Occupation Birth-
place 

Father's 
birthplace 

Mother's 
birthplace Other Page 

1910 

Iowa (no 
address, 
between 
Dubuque 
and S. 
Clinton) 

11 Guy Lee 48 Ch laundry China China China 

refused to say 
when 
immigrated; 
rents home 

District 
0088:12 

   Ah Moy 48 Ch laundry China China China 
partner; refused 
to say when 
immigrated  

   Lum Cow 32 Ch laundry China China China partner; 
immigrated 1896  

   Ah Bau 33 Ch laundry China China China partner; 
immigrated 1890  

1910 222 
Reynolds 8 Barrett, Edward C. 30 W bookkeeper MA MA MA rents home District 

0088:22 
    family of 3  W       

    Hamashima, Misao 25 Jp  Japan Japan Japan 
immigrated 
1903, no 
occupation  

1910 120 N. 
Madison 45 Chew, Louis A. 48 W railroad agent IA JN PA rents home District 

0088:40 

   Chew, Emma R. 50 W  WI England NY 5 children, 3 
living  

   Chew, Ola L. 19 W teacher IA IA WI   
   Chew, Gladys L. 17 W  IA IA WI   
   Chew, Harley L. 9 W  IA IA WI   
   Yamada Fukitari 28 Jp  Japan Japan Japan immigrated 1904  

   Roy Santos K. 22 In  
India-

Sanskrit 
India-

Sanskrit 
India-

Sanskrit immigrated 1907  

   Ghose Hasijaty 24 In  
India-

Sanskrit   immigrated 1908  

   Das Bremananda 22 In  
India-

Sanskrit   immigrated 1908  

1920 429 S. 
Capitol 228 Durfoot, William 52 In medicine 

manufacturer OK OK OK owns home  

   Brandhuber, Henry 53 W partner; also, 
baker in bakery Germany Germany Germany   

   Brandhuber, Juliana 51 W helper Germany Germany Germany   
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Table 13. Persons Listed in 1910 and 1920 Iowa City Censuses with Races other than Black or White (continued). 

Year Address Household Name Age Race Occupation Birth-
place 

Father's 
birthplace 

Mother's 
birthplace Other Page 

    Helmshin, Gustaf 50 W  Germany Germany Germany   
1920 422 S. 

Madison 244 Millers, George B. 55 W motorman for 
electric railroad MN MN MN  

District 
0093:17 

   wife and 2 roomers       
unknown 
immigration year  

   Chen, S. G. 21 Ch none China China China   
1920 129 S. 

Madison 293 Bolton, Thomas 78 W none England England England owns home District 
0093:21 

   Bolton, Harriot 58 W  NY England England   

   Bon, Seadlindon 34 Hin university teacher India-
Bengali 

India-
Bengali 

India-
Bengali 

immigrated 
1909, naturalized 
1916  

1920 113 W. 
College 299 Peterson, Harry W. 41 W teamster IL IL IL rents home District 

0093:22 

   family of 9         

   Alcola, Charles 26 Mex laborer (rubber 
works) Mexico Mexico Mexico immigrated 

1915; son-in-law  

1920 223 N. 
Capitol 233 Jensen, Leslie W. 21 W collector IA Denmark IA?  

District 
0096:17 

   Jensen, Esther 21 W  IA NJ IA   
   Jensen, Orville D. 7 mo W  IA IA IA   
   Samonte, Lorenzo 20 Fil  Philippines Philippines Philippines roomer  
   Samonte, Vedesto 19 Fil  Philippines Philippines Philippines roomer  
   Samonte, Lorenzo., Jr. 16 Fil  Philippines Philippines Philippines roomer  
   Lee, Tsien 23 Ch  China China China roomer  

1920 130 W. 
Market 260 Louis, Henry  48 W laborer University IA Germany Germany owns home District 

0096:18 

   wife and son  W       

  261 Chikaraishi, Yasaku 33 Jp teacher University Japan Japan Japan immigrated 
1906, roomer  

1920 32 W. 
Jefferson 264 Whitaker, Helen M. 63 W rooming house at 

home Austria Austria Austria owns home, 
immigrated 1868 

District 
0096:18 

   Fernandez, Quentin blank Fil  Philippines Philippines Philippines roomer  
   Tien, Chue blank Ch  China China China roomer  

   Ing, Hen Yung blank Ch   Hawaii China China roomer, 
immigrated 1919 

District 
0096:19 
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Table 13. Persons Listed in 1910 and 1920 Iowa City Censuses with Races other than Black or White (continued). 

Year Address Household Name Age Race Occupation Birth-
place 

Father's 
birthplace 

Mother's 
birthplace Other Page 

   Kong, Raymond F. blank Ch   Hawaii China China roomer, 
immigrated 1919  

1920 Not listed 54 Villafanio, Rafael 24 In railroad laborer Mexico Mexico Mexico rents home; 
immigrated 1916 District 0100:4 

   Villafanio, Angela 25 In  Mexico Mexico Mexico 
cannot 
read/write; 
immigrated 1919  

   Villafanio, Jesus 4 In  Mexico Mexico Mexico immigrated 1919  
   Villafanio, Quirino 9 mo In  IA Mexico Mexico   

1920 Not listed 55 Albarado, Trinidad 49 In railroad laborer Mexico Mexico Mexico 

rents home; 
immigrated 
1916; cannot 
read/write 

District 0100:4 

   Albarado, Angela 25 In  Mexico Mexico Mexico 
immigrated 
1916; cannot 
read/write  

   Albarado, Pablo 3 In  IA Mexico Mexico    

1920 Not listed 56 Diaz, Anton 35 In railroad laborer Mexico Mexico Mexico 

rents home; 
immigrated 
1909, cannot 
read/write 

District 0100:4 

   Diaz, Christina 30 In  Mexico Mexico Mexico 
immigrated 
1909, cannot 
read/write  

   Diaz, Elandia 9 In  NM Mexico Mexico   
   Diaz, Andreae 6 In  MO Mexico Mexico   
   Diaz, Jo 5 W  IL Mexico Mexico  District 0100:5 

   Diaz, Falastine 3 W  IA Mexico Mexico   
   Diaz, Frank 9 mo W  IL Mexico Mexico   

 

 


