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Figure 3.24  House “Near Iowa Ave Bridge, East End  – north side” ca. 1891.  This photograph was taken by Ber-
tha Horack (later Bertha Shambaugh) sometime between 1888, when she received her first camera, and 1895, when 
photographs of this area depict no house in this location. It  is convincingly argued in Peterson et al. (2014:78–82) 
that this house was located at the west end of Lot 5, Block 98 (Dwelling 5c). From Shambaugh (ca. 1891). 

Nellie Mabel Sterett (1885–1943)

Nellie M. Sterett is the only one of the Sterett 
children who was almost certainly born during the 
time the family lived at 122 W. Iowa Avenue. She 
grew up in the family home from her birth until about 
1910, when she married Frederick James Lehmann 
(1882–1957). The Lehmanns are not known to have 
had any Block 98 connection. Frederick and Nellie 
Lehmann later moved to California.

WARD FAMILy AND CA. 1891 BERTHA 
SHAMBAUGH PHOTOGRAPH

The 2014 archaeological report devotes several 
pages to discussing a photograph taken by Bertha 
Horack (later Shambaugh), probably in the early 
1890s, that appears to depict a house in Block 98 
(Peterson et al. 2014:64–65, 77–84). (Bertha Horack 
did not marry Benjamin Shambaugh until 1897, so 
she was still bertha Horack at the time she took this 
photograph. However, she is better known by her 
married name and will be referred to by that name 
here.) The photograph depicts an older African-
American couple standing in front of an old house 
with a damaged roof (Figures 3.24 and 3.25). The 
black couple was not identified in the 2014 report.
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Figure 3.25  Detail of Figure 3.24 focusing on Afri-
can-American couple, ca. 1891.  This image is a detail 
from the ca. 1891 Shambaugh photograph reproduced 
here as Figure 3.23. From Shambaugh (ca. 1891). 

The notation on the on the back of the Shambaugh 
(ca. 1891) photograph, written by Katherine Horack, 
mother of Bertha (Horack) Shambaugh, reads:

Near Iowa Ave Bridge 
East End – north side 
“There is No Place Like Home”

The house shown in this picture is one of the 
oldest in the State of Iowa. Some years ago the 
roof was partly torn off by a heavy wind. It was 
occupied at the time by an old negro and his wife, 
who, in spite of its disabilities continued to live 
in the house for a number of years. Naturally they 
suffered a good deal in inclement weather. The 
several charitable organizations made repeated 
efforts to get them more comfortably located, 
but the old couple stoutly refused to leave “de 
ole house.” Finally “Mammy” was taken very 
sick. With “Poppy” thoroughly frightened and 
Mammy too sick to protest once we succeeded in 
moving them and their belongings into warm dry 
quarters. When asked by a visitor how she liked 
her new house, Mammy replied, “Ole we kin lib 
heah, we kin – Pop and me – if wer haf to, but in 
course it won’t never seem no nice like home.” 

(Peterson et al. 2014:77–84). West Iowa Avenue was 
quite short, with buildings only in the 100 block, lo-
cated between the university campus and the Iowa 
River. In the 1891–1892 Iowa City city directory, 
Paul Ward (as well as two of his daughters, Rachel J. 
and Sarah Ann) were listed as residents of “W Iowa 
ave.” Street addresses were given in the same direc-
tory for occupants of every known house on the north 
side of the 100 block of West Iowa Avenue aside from 
this one: 104, 108, 112, 114, 118 and 122 W. Iowa 
Avenue. The lack of a specific address for the Ward 
house in the city directory is consistent with its being 
considered a ruin rather than a habitable dwelling.

Second, the couple in the photograph were identi-
fied as “an old negro and his wife.” Paul and Rachel 
Ward were African-American, and were approxi-
mately the right ages to be the couple in the photo-
graph. Paul Ward, born ca. 1817, would have been 
in his early to mid-70s at the time the photograph 
was taken. His wife was about 20 years younger. 
Although the woman in the photograph is not clearly 
visible because she is wearing a headcloth, she ap-
pears to be younger than her 70s. Given that Rachel 
Ward was 20 years younger than her husband, it may 
be significant that the couple in the photograph was 
identified as “an old negro and his wife” rather than 

Photograph taken in Iowa 
City for General Outdoor 
Series  

katherine Horack 
iowa City iowa

Prior to the research for the present report, the 
names of the African-American couple in the photo-
graph had not been been identified. However, present 
research tentatively identifies the couple as Paul and 
Rachel (Haskett) Ward. While their identities may 
never be known with certainty, the available evi-
dence is largely consistent with the hypothesis that 
the Wards were the couple in the photograph. This 
evidence is presented below. Except where noted, all 
of the following information is taken from Iowa City 
city directories and federal and Iowa state census 
records.

First, the location of the house in the photo-
graph has been identified almost certainly as located 
on West Iowa Avenue, at the west end of Block 98 
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“an old negro couple,” which would imply that both 
were old.

Third, the couple in the photograph are said to 
have repeatedly declined offers by charitable organi-
zations to move them to a weathertight dwelling, and 
in the end were moved to “warm, dry quarters” only 
because the wife took ill and was too weak to pro-
test. While the circumstances of their move are not 
known, the Ward family had moved from their home 
on West Iowa Avenue by the time of the 1893 city 
directory. In 1893, Paul Ward (together with his chil-
dren Paul Ward Jr. and Rachel J. Ward) were living 
at 326 First Street, located in what was then the far 
southern reaches of the city, a block east of what is 
now S. Gilbert Street and a block south of Kirkwood 
Avenue.

Finally, the fact that the couple in the photograph 
is said to have occupied for “[s]ome years” a house 
with a partially missing roof, and were repeatedly ap-
proached by charitable organizations, suggests that 
they were very poor. This is also consistent with what 
is known about the Ward family. In 1899, several 
years after the Shambaugh photograph was taken, a 
local newspaper reported that:

The destitute Paul Ward (colored) and wife will 
hereafter find a home with Prof. McNeal who, 
while black, yet has a warm heart which yearns 
for his belated brethren. The board of supervisors 
have instructed that the Professor’s burden be 
lightened by the county to the tune of one dollar 
per week for each of the aged couple [DISP 18 
March 1899:5].

John W. McNeil, a local laborer known as 
“Professor” McNeil for his oratorical skills, was a 
son-in-law of Paul and Rachel Ward. One dollar per 
week in 1899 would be equivalent to about $28 per 
week in 2014.

While none of this evidence is conclusive, it is 
all consistent with Paul and Rachel Ward being 
the couple pictured in the Shambaugh photograph. 
Moreover, no other more likely candidates for the 
couple in the photograph have yet been identified. 
However, two points of slight inconsistency should 
be noted.

First, every house in Iowa City occupied by Paul 
and Rachel Ward appears also to have been occupied 
by at least two of their children. Rachel J. Ward and 
Paul Ward Jr. were living with their parents in all 
three census records taken between 1895 and 1905, 
and one or both children were listed at the same ad-
dress as Paul Sr. in four of the six Iowa City city di-
rectories published between 1891 and 1904. (Neither 
child was listed in 1899, and the 1897 directory most 
likely gives incorrect addresses for the children; it 
lists Paul Sr. at 322 First Street, Rachel at 332 First 
Street, and Paul Jr. at 332 Maiden Lane.) In addi-
tion, Sarah Ann Ward, like Paul Ward, was listed in 
1891 as living on West Iowa Avenue. These children 
are not pictured in the Shambaugh photograph, nor 
are they mentioned in the photograph’s label, the 
wording of which suggests that the “old negro and 
his wife” were living alone. It is not clear why the 
children were omitted from the photograph and cap-
tion—assuming the hypothesis here is correct and the 
couple pictured were Paul and Rachel Ward.

A second slight inconsistency between the in-
formation on the couple in the photograph and the 
available information on the Ward family is that 
the couple in the photograph is said to have occu-
pied the house for “[s]ome years” after the roof was 
damaged, whereas the Ward family may not have 
occupied the house for more than about two years. 
The Wards moved to Iowa City from nearby Scott 
Township sometime between 1885, when they were 
listed in the census in that township, and 1891, when 
they were listed in the Iowa City city directory. They 
were not listed in the 1890 city directory, which 
suggests that they did not move to Iowa City until 
late 1890 at the earliest, after the directory had been 
compiled. Since they were listed at their new First 
Street home in the 1893 city directory, they must 
have moved there no later than early 1893, leaving at 
most about two and a half years in the house on West 
Iowa Avenue. However, this inconsistency is minor, 
and may not even be an inconsistency. It may be that 
“[s]ome years” in the photograph label refers to only 
two years, for example, or it may be that the Ward 
house was omitted from the 1890 directory because 
the house was already damaged and the directory 
canvasser believed it to be uninhabited. In any case, 
even with these questions unanswered, the available 
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evidence provides a reasonably strong circumstantial 
case that Paul and Rachel Ward are the black couple 
pictured in Bertha Shambaugh’s photograph. For this 
reason, a brief history of the Ward family is presented 
below.

Paul Ward Family

Very little is known about the early life of Paul 
Ward. The earliest known record in which he is 
mentioned is his 1865 marriage to Rachel Haskett 
in Johnson County, Iowa. He has not been located 
in any census before 1870. Census records report 
with almost complete consistency that he was born 
in Virginia between about 1816 and 1818 (the 1900 
census specifies November 1817, but it is also the 
only census to give his birth place as Tennessee rather 
than Virginia). It is most likely that he started his life 
in slavery, although this is not known with certainty. 
This is likely not only because the great majority of 
african-americans in the united States in the ante-
bellum period were enslaved, but more specifically 
because Paul Ward has not been located in either the 
1850 or 1860 census, which lists every free person 
by name, but does not identify slaves by name. The 
timing of the earliest known record in which he is 
named—which was made in 1865, months after the 
end of the Civil War, when Paul Ward was about 48 
years old—is also consistent with a life in slavery 
prior to the Civil War.

However, if Paul Ward did not marry until 1865, 
and most likely lived in slavery for most of his life 
up until that point, it is not clear who the older chil-
dren in his household were at the time of the 1870 
and later censuses. In 1870, the two oldest children 
in his household were Sarah Ann Ward (age 10) and 
Amanda Ward (age 7), both born in Iowa. To the ex-
tent that these two presumed daughters have been 
identified in later census records, their birth places 
and ages have been recorded fairly consistently. If 
census records are correct, and both were born in 
Iowa prior to 1865, then they were most likely chil-
dren of Rachel Haskett from before her marriage to 
Paul Ward, and were later adopted by Ward. The re-
port in the 1900 census that Rachel Ward had had 
six children, four of them still living, is consistent 
with Sarah and Amanda being her children. This 

hypothesis seems more likely than one involving 
the arrival of Paul Ward in Iowa by 1860, before the 
Civil War, without appearing anywhere in the 1860 
census, and then fathering two children by Rachel 
Haskett before marrying her in 1865.

Rachel C. Haskett was the daughter of William P. 
and Margaret Haskett. William Payton Haskett (ca. 
1812/1815–post-1875) was a free black millwright 
before the Civil War, who was born free or had been 
freed by 1850. He moved with his family from North 
Carolina to Murray County, Georgia, between about 
1846 and 1850, and continued on to Pleasant Valley 
Township, Johnson County, Iowa, by 1860. He is 
not listed in the 1856 Iowa state census, so he prob-
ably moved to Iowa between 1856 and 1860. By 
1870, after his children had grown, he was living in 
Franklin County, Kansas. His wife Margaret, prob-
ably Rachel’s mother, was born in North Carolina 
around 1826 (according to the 1850 and 1860 cen-
sus) or about 1817 (Ancestry.com 2015), and died 
in Johnson County, Iowa, on July 8, 1866. After her 
death, William P. Haskett married Elizabeth Jordan 
in Johnson County in 1868. However, he was not 
listed with any other family members by the time he 
appeared in the 1870 census in Kansas.

In whatever manner Paul Ward found his way to 
Johnson County, Iowa, by 1865, in 1870 he was liv-
ing with his family in Scott Township, just east of 
Iowa City. Based on his neighbors in the 1870 cen-
sus, including Adam Hunter, he was probably living 
in or near Section 6, in the northwest corner of the 
township. At the time of the 1870 census, he worked 
as a laborer, the same occupation given for him in 
every census record through 1895. His household in 
1870 consisted of himself, his wife Rachel, and their 
daughters Sarah Ann (age 10), Amanda (7), Margaret 
(4) and Anaka (1), all born in Iowa.

The family continued to live in Scott Township 
until at least 1885, by which time two more children 
had been born to the couple: Rachel J. (born ca. 1872) 
and Paul Jr. (born ca. 1877). In 1885, they were liv-
ing in Section 18 of the township, along or near what 
is now Muscatine Avenue/American Legion Road 
east of iowa City.

Sometime between 1885 and 1891, the Wards 
moved to Iowa City. They are not listed in the 1890 
city directory of Iowa City, although, as noted above, 
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this is possibly because they were occupying a di-
lapidated house that the directory canvasser may not 
have considered habitable. Two of Paul and Rachel 
Ward’s children—Sarah Ann Ward and Amanda 
(Ward) Dickson, widow of Richard Dickson—were 
listed in the 1890 city directory as living at 809 
Maiden Lane. No occupation was listed for either 
woman.

In the 1891 city directory, as noted above, Paul 
Ward was listed as living on West Iowa Avenue (no 
street address), together with two of his daughters, 
Sarah Ann and Rachel. By 1893, they were living at 
326 First Street. It is likely, though not certain, that 
this was the same house occupied by Paul Ward in 
1897 (then numbered 322 First Street) and 1899 
(then numbered 332 First Street).

In 1899, as noted above, Paul and Rachel Ward’s 
son-in-law, John W. McNeil, began receiving pay-
ments from the county board of supervisors in return 
for housing the “destitute” Paul Ward and his wife. 
This action must have been short lived, however, 
since the Wards are never listed in the McNeil house-
hold in any census or city directory made in 1899, 
1900 or 1901. By 1902, the McNeils had moved to 
Bloomington, Illinois.

Starting in about 1900, and continuing for at least 
the next five years, the Wards began to change houses 
almost every year. They were living at 929 Maiden 
Lane in 1900, 929 N. Linn Street in 1901, 921 
Maiden Lane in 1904, and 915 S. Gilbert in 1905. 
The main thing that the different addresses occupied 
by the Wards from 1893 to 1905 had in common was 
that they were located far from the center of town. it 
may have been the proximity to the center of town as 
much as any love for the dilapidated house on Iowa 
Avenue that kept the Ward family living for several 
years in the house shown in the Shambaugh photo-
graph. Paul Ward was in his early 80s in 1900, and 
for the first time no occupation for him was given in 
the census.

Paul Ward’s wife Rachel died on January 5, 1906, 
in the house they occupied on South Gilbert Street 
(identified as 917 S. Gilbert in her obituary). Paul 
Ward is mentioned as a surviving relative in her 
obituary, but this is the last known mention of him 
in any source (IC 5 January 1906:1). He may have 
died in iowa City shortly after his wife’s death, or he 

may have moved to Bloomington, Illinois, where his 
surviving children moved between 1900 and 1910. In 
any case, he has not been located in the 1910 census, 
and probably died between 1905 and 1910.

In the 1895 Iowa state census, members of the 
Ward family, like the great majority of African-
Americans in Iowa City, were identified as affiliated 
with the Methodist church. No black individuals 
living in Ward 1 or Ward 5 of Iowa City, where the 
city’s black population was concentrated in 1895, 
were identified as affiliated specifically with the 
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) church. Since 
the Bethel AME church had been established in Iowa 
City in 1868, and continues to operate to this day, it is 
likely that some or all of the black individuals identi-
fied as Methodists in the 1895 census were actually 
members of the Bethel AME church. 

Bethel AME church historian Dianna Penny was 
contacted to see whether church records might exist 
on the Ward family or on any of the other african-
American families known or suspected to have lived 
on Block 98 historically. Ms. Penny was asked spe-
cifically about the following individuals or families, 
listed in approximately chronological order of when 
they occupied Block 98 or a nearby location: Alex 
and Lucinda Brown, Henry/Hal and Catharine Bell, 
Martha Harrison and her daughter Sarah, Paul and 
Rachel Ward, William and Mattie Perry, and William 
and Della Moore. Unfortunately, few records of the 
church survive from before the mid-twentieth cen-
tury, and Dianna Penny had no information to pro-
vide on the Wards or on any of the other individu-
als or families named in this list. She also had no 
information on the residential locations of any of the 
church members named in a history of Bethel AME 
church that she had compiled, although most of those 
individuals are unlikely to have been Block 98 resi-
dents, since they were church members in the 1920s 
or later, after Block 98 had been transferred to the 
university (Dianna Penny, personal communication, 
March 31, 2015).

DATES OF BLOCK 98 HISTORIC 
PHOTOGRAPHS

In Peterson et al. (2014), many historic photo-
graphs are used in an attempt to show what Block 
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98 looked like at different points in time. During the 
research for the present report, it was discovered that 
several of the dates assigned to these photographs 
by the repositories that house them are inaccurate. 
In Figure 27 of Peterson et al. (2014:72), for ex-
ample, three photographs of W. Jefferson Street are 
presented that supposedly span the years ca. 1890 
to ca. 1915. However, the photographs dated to ca. 
1890 and ca. 1904 in fact both date to 1910 or later, 
based on their depiction of the nearly or fully com-
pleted Physics Building (now MacLean Hall), which 
was started in spring 1910 and completed on the ex-
terior around fall 1911. Specifically, excavation be-
gan in late March or early April 1910; the east wall 
of the foundation was nearly completed by August 
1910; and the cornerstone was laid in September 
1910 (ICC 4 March 1910:4, 22 April 1910:2, 13 July 
1910:1, 1 August 1910:2, 7 September 1910:1). At 
the time construction work stopped for the winter in 
late December 1910, the second story was practically 
completed (ICC 23 December 1910:4). Work on the 
building resumed in spring 1911, probably in March 
or April. The walls of the top story were said to be 
nearing completion in June 1911, and completed by 
early August (ICC 18 April 1911:1, 17 June 1911:2; 
ICDP 2 August 1911:5). No information was discov-
ered that established exactly when the roof was com-
pleted or the building occupied.

This information helps assign more precise dates 
to photographs of Block 98 taken during the roughly 
18 months when the Physics Building’s exterior was 
constructed. In particular, a photograph from Samuel 
Calvin’s photograph collection in the University of 
Iowa Special Collections is dated to ca. 1890, but it 

must have been taken in 1911 or later, since it shows 
the Physics Building completed (Calvin ca. 1915). 
Another pair of photographs in the May Stach pho-
tograph collection in the State Historical Society of 
Iowa are dated to ca. 1904. But in one of the two pho-
tographs, the Physics Building is shown with a com-
pleted foundation but no upper stories built, which 
indicates that it was taken during the summer or early 
fall of 1910. The other photograph is a narrower view 
of Old Capitol, but shows one corner of the Physics 
Building foundation. This photograph was almost 
certainly taken during the same photo session as 
the first photograph, but it is a separate photograph, 
not simply a cropping of the wider angle view. The 
two photographs are known to be different because 
of slight differences between the two, in particular 
the presence of two people on the porch of 121 W. 
Jefferson Street in the wider angle view and their ab-
sence from the view focused on the Old Capitol.

One other error in the labeling of photographs in 
Peterson et al. (2014) should also be corrected here. 
In Figure 21 (Peterson et al. 2014:52), all three photo-
graphs are mislabeled. The top photograph, identified 
as “1895,” should be “1915–1920.” This photograph 
is not cited elsewhere in the 2014 report. The middle 
photograph, labeled “1911–1915,” should be labeled 
“1895.” This is the photograph by Calvin (1895) also 
shown in Figure 20. The bottom photograph, labeled 
“1915–1920,” should be labeled “1911–1915.” This 
is the same photograph shown in Figure 18. These 
dates were not confirmed independently as part of the 
present report, but they appear to be plausible based 
on what is known about the buildings shown in the 
photographs.




